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6.0              Utilities & Community Facilities 
 
�

�������	�
�� �
 
To plan effectively for future land uses, the Town must have a 
clear understanding of the location, use, and capacity of 
existing utilities and community facilities. This information, 
coupled with demographic trends and projections, provides a 
realistic picture of service supply and demand. The 
community facilities and utilities discussed in this chapter 
were carefully considered in the development of the Future 
Land Use Map presented later in this plan.  

 
Wisconsin’s Comprehensive Planning Law includes 14 goals for local comprehensive planning. Of those 
goals, the ones listed below specifically relate to planning for utilities and community facilities in 
Taycheedah: 
 
�  Promotion of the redevelopment of lands with existing infrastructure and public services and the 

maintenance and rehabilitation of existing residential, commercial, and industrial structures. 
�  Providing infrastructure and public services and an adequate supply of developable land to meet 

existing and future market demand for residential, commercial and industrial uses. 
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This section documents those utilities currently provided by Taycheedah, private providers, Fond du Lac 
County and neighboring communities for residents of the Town. 
 
WASTEWATER COLLECTION &  TREATMENT

1 
 
There are three sanitary districts serving areas within the Town of Taycheedah. Wastewater flows to the 
City of Fond du Lac wastewater treatment plant at 700 Doty Street. The plant was designed for a 
maximum average daily flow of 11,000,000 gallons/day. The average daily/monthly flow in 1998 was 
5.94 mgd; this resulted in the plant running at 54% capacity. The location of these districts are mapped on 

                                                 
1 Source: Fond du Lac Sewer Service Area Plan Update, prepared by the East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission in cooperation 
with the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 2001. 
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the Utilities and Community Facilities Map provided later in this chapter. What follows is a brief 
description of the districts. 
 
1. Town of Taycheedah Sanitary District No. 1. This District follows the shore of Lake Winnebago 

through the entire Town of Taycheedah. Formed in 1969, the District covers an area of 1,898.21 acres 
(1,324 acres were within the sewer service area prior to this 2001 update). A mixture of residential, 
commercial, and industrial development is present within the communities of Taycheedah and 
Peebles. The residential development along the Lake Winnebago shoreline has been experiencing a 
conversion from seasonal structures to permanent residences. Commercial development is associated 
with the USH 151 corridor. This District provides sewer access to the City of Fond du Lac 
wastewater Treatment for all upstream districts. 

 
2. Johnsburg Sanitary District. Formed in December of 1996, the Johnsburg Sanitary District 

encompasses approximately 546.65 acres of land centered on the community of Johnsburg. This 
District also covers portions of the Town of Calumet and the Town of Marshfield but is overseen 
mainly by the Town of Taycheedah. A majority of the development within the District is residential 
with few scattered commercial operations, a church, and one school facility. This District has noted 
failing on-site systems for several years and has been increasingly active in facilities planning efforts. 

 
��  Town of Taycheedah Sanitary District No. 3 – St. Peter Area Sanitary District. Formed in 1997, 

the St. Peter Sanitary District covers roughly 2,604.67 acres of land centered on the community of St. 
Peter. None of the District’s area was contained within the Sewer Service Area boundary as of the 
2001 update. A majority of the development within the District is residential and has had documented 
failing on-site systems for some time. At the time of the update (2001), the District was in the process 
of preparing a facilities plan with the outcome likely being service and treatment by the City of Fond 
du Lac. The initial construction of the wastewater collection system was completed in March 2004 
servicing over four hundred existing homes.�

 
In areas beyond the sanitary districts, development is served by on-site treatment systems. Septage from 
these systems must be treated at the City of Fond du Lac wastewater treatment plant if within 20 miles of 
the wastewater treatment plant.  
 
Alternatives to individual, on-site treatment include clustered systems, re-circulating sand/gravel filters, 
Living Machines®, and municipal systems, among others. Each alternative has strengths and weaknesses 
when compared to conventional on-site, individual systems.  
 
1. Clustered Systems. Clustered treatment systems provide an economical alternative to individual 

systems, particularly in areas with space limitations. Like septic tanks and mounds, shared systems 
are infiltration systems. They differ from the former two in that multiple homes “feed” into one 
treatment and discharge unit. Although economies of scale are created when multiple units utilize a 
shared drain field, issues related to soil percability 
remain. The advantage of a clustered system from the 
perspective of soil inundation is that, since the system 
is located off-site, the site can be selected based upon 
ideal performance criteria. On-site systems are limited 
to the best location available within that particular 
home site. 

 
2. Re-circulating Sand/Gravel Filters. Re-circulating 

sand/gravel filters (RS/GF) offer an economically 
viable, environmentally benign alternative to 

Source: ToolBase Services, 2005. 
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conventional drain field-based treatment systems. The basic components of a RS/GF system include a 
septic tank, recirculation tank, and sand or gravel filter. Water discharged from the system far exceeds 
the quality of a conventional system, and at a fraction of the price. RS/GFs have been in use for more 
than a century and are a WDNR permitted alternative to septic tanks and mound systems. The 
primary challenge to installation of this type of system, like the other alternative systems, is a lack of 
awareness of their availability on the part of landowners and developers. 

 
3. Infiltration Wetlands (Constructed Wetlands). 

Infiltration wetlands have been used as effective 
wastewater treatment systems for more than thirty 
years. They have become the dominant treatment 
system for communities in the Minneapolis 
metropolitan region not served by municipal 
wastewater treatment. Although there are a variety of 
wetland-based systems used to treat effluent, the most 
common is a sub-surface flow wetland. Sub-surface 
flow wetlands utilize an anaerobic reactor (septic tank) 
for pretreatment followed by a forced-bed aeration 
system and wetland treatment cells. Infiltration wetlands are designed to achieve tertiary treatment at 
a fraction of the cost of a municipal system. They become cost-effective at the small scale when 
treating effluent from eight or more homes. 

 
4. Living Machines®. 

Living Machines are 
a patented wastewater 
treatment system that 
is growing in 
popularity around the 
world. They entail a 
series of tanks 
teeming with live 
plants, trees, grasses 
algae, fish, shrimp, snails and a diversity of microorganisms and bacteria. Each tank is a mini-
ecosystem designed to eat or beak down waste. The process takes about four days to turn wastewater 
crystal clear. It is chemical-free, odor-free, and, compared to conventional wastewater treatment, 
costs less financially and ecologically2. Living Machines are WDNR permitted systems and have 
been applied at the Conserve School in Land O’ Lakes, at Cedar Grove Cheese Factory in Cedar 
Grove, and at Edgewood College in Madison. 

 
Each of these systems is permissible under COMM 83. The Town of Taycheedah may consider these 
systems for all development proposals located beyond the sanitary districts. 
 
 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT   
 
Open grass lined natural drainage ways 
slow the flow of stormwater, reduce 
erosion, filter pollutants, and allow 
infiltration of groundwater. These grass 

                                                 
2 Source: The Living Machine, Jeff Wolovitz, Penn State Department of Research and Policy, 2000. 
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Source: Living Machines, Inc., 2001. 

Source: North American Wetlands Engineering, 2004. 
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lined drainage ways are a good way of controlling stormwater in rural areas with small amounts 
of impervious surface.  
Given the agricultural and rural residential character of the eastern half of Taycheedah, existing practices 
will meet most future rural residential development need in this part of Town. However, additional 
development in the communities and development adjacent to USH 151 may require curb and gutter or 
innovative alternative stormwater management techniques, particularly for commercial development with 
significant areas of impervious surface. It is important to remember that proper stormwater management 
practices are applied so water resources are protected. In order to do so, the Town may pursue the 
following activities:  
 
1. Watershed Planning. All watershed planning activities in the Town of Taycheedah will be 

coordinated with the Fond du Lac County Land and Water Conservation Department to identify, 
protect, and enhance the critical habitats, aquatic corridors and water pollution areas of the Town.  

 
2. Land Conservation Techniques. Land conservation techniques include: cluster and conservation 

subdivisions, setbacks, buffers, land acquisition, and following the development patterns outlined on 
the Future Land Use Map. 

 
3. Riparian Buffers. Riparian buffers are natural areas extending from the streambank inland and 

comprised of a mixture of trees, grasses, and other plants. Riparian buffers have proven to be the most 
effective means of reducing runoff to surface waters.  

 
4. Shoreland. In order to protect the shoreland, control erosion, and reduce the flow of pollutants into 

the waters of Taycheedah, the Fond du Lac County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance establishes areas 
identified on the shoreland/wetland/floodplain zone on the official zoning maps of the Fond du Lac 
County Land Use and Park Department. These areas generally include all lands within 300 feet of a 
navigable stream or 1,000 feet from a lakeshore. Wetland and floodplain zones may extend beyond 
this limit. The Fond du Lac County Floodplain Zoning Ordinance states that no development shall be 
allowed in floodplain districts that will obstruct flow or cause an increase in regional flood height due 
to lost storage area greater than 0.01 feet. 

 
5. Site Design Techniques. Effective site design techniques will encourage the use of natural 

landscaping, limit impervious surface, enforce setbacks and buffers, and protect natural resources. 
 
6. Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMP). Stormwater best management practices seek to 

reduce stormwater pollutant loads, maintain groundwater recharge and quality, protect stream 
channels and safely maintain the 100-year floodplain. Successful BMP’s include ponds, wetlands, 
infiltration, filtering systems and open drainage channels. The Fond du Lac County Erosion Control 
and Stormwater Management Ordinance requires an erosion and runoff control permit for projects 
that divide an existing parcel into five parcels that are five acres each or less, projects that require 
construction of public or private roads, the addition of 20,000 feet or more of impervious surface, and 
various other activities that may increase runoff or water pollution. 

 
7. Erosion and Sediment Control. The Fond du Lac County Erosion Control and Storm Water 

Management Ordinance establishes construction site erosion control requirements for projects that 
disturb 4,000 square feet of land or more, excavate or fill 400 or more cubic yards of material, disturb 
100 feet of lineal road ditch, or other actions that affect environmentally sensitive areas or may cause 
soil erosion or water pollution. To be most effective, erosion and sediment control measures need 
reduce the time that soil is exposed. As with the other mitigation techniques outlined in this 
subsection, education will be critical to success. 
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Stormwater management requirements for construction sites and agricultural practices are enforced by 
Fond du Lac County. Given the rate and density of projected future development, existing practices are 
expected to meet future development needs. However, the Town of Taycheedah may adopt and enforce 
its own construction site erosion control ordinance should it choose to do so. 
 
WATER SUPPLY 
 
The Town’s water supply is primarily provided by individual private, on-site wells. The cost of well 
installation ranges between $4,000 and $17,000 depending on soil conditions, depth and casing 
requirements. Shared / cluster wells (serving 2-6 homes) provide a viable alternative to individual private 
wells offering lower initial costs per home than individual wells ($4,000 – 7,000 per home). However, 
shared wells do require effective agreements to address issues related to metering and well placement. 
Community wells serving an entire subdivision may offer the safest and most cost-effective alternative for 
larger residential development projects. 
 
Additional information about groundwater is provided in the Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources 
Chapter. Shallow wells, the groundwater divide along the Niagara Escarpment, and rapid movement of 
water through the escarpment bedrock present potential concerns for groundwater contamination in 
Taycheedah (Bender, 1997).  
 
ELECTRICITY AND NATURAL GAS 

Alliant Energies and WE Energies provide electricity and natural gas service to the Town of Taycheedah.  

Alliant Energy Corporation (Wisconsin Power and Light) is a growing energy-services provider with both 
domestic and international operations. Headquartered in Madison, Alliant Energy provides electric, 
natural gas, water, and steam services to 1.4 million customers in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Illinois. Alliant has no immediate plans to expand the type or 
level of services offered in Taycheedah. 

WE Energies is the trade name of Wisconsin Electric Power Co. 
and Wisconsin Gas LLC, the principal utility subsidiaries of 
Wisconsin Energy Corporation (WEC). WEC’s headquarters are 
located in Milwaukee. WE Energies serves more than 1.1 
million electric customers in Wisconsin and Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula and more than one million natural gas customers in 
Wisconsin. 
 
WIND ENERGY  
 
There is no large-scale wind turbines currently located in the Town of Taycheedah.  
 
Blue Sky Green Field: The 88 turbine wind farm, which will generate up to 145 megawatts of electric 
energy, is scheduled to be fully-operational by June 2008. The wind farm is located immediately adjacent 
to the Town of Taycheedah within the towns of Calumet and Marshfield. The project, owned by WE 
Energies, is estimated to cost $300 million, and will generate enough electricity to power up to 36,000 
homes each year. The turbines will be 396 feet tall to the tip of the blades. Each blade will be 134 feet 
long. 
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WE Energies has indicated an interest in expanding the wind farm by installing additional turbines on 
properties located in the northeast section of the Town of Taycheedah. If the expansion occurs, the project 
will be known as Blue Sky Green Field Lake Breeze. 
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This portion of the chapter profiles the community facilities available to Town residents, including 
facilities operated by Fond du Lac County and private providers.  
 
PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES  
 
The Town of Taycheedah has beautiful natural 
areas and scenic vistas throughout the 
community, each contributing to the unique, 
rural character of the Town.  
 
Based on this information, providing 
additional park and recreational facilities may 
be a priority for some Taycheedah residents. 
To address this, it is important to understand 
how much parkland is actually needed. The 
National Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA) recommend a community standard of 
10 acres of local recreation land per 1,200 
residents. The current population of 
Taycheedah is 3,890 persons (2005 WDOA 
Population Estimate). To meet the NRPA standard, the Town would need to provide at least 32.5 acres of 
parkland. By 2025, Taycheedah’s population is projected to increase to 4,740 residents, which will mean 
the Town would require a minimum of 39.5 acres of parkland. The East Central Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission recommends 10 acres of local recreation land per 1,000 residents. Using this more 
generous standard, 47.5 acres of parkland should be provided by 2028.  
 
It should be noted that the Town far exceeds the suggested minimum parkland acreage based upon 
population standards. 
 
The funding of local parkland acquisition and development has become more difficult with recent 
legislation limiting local government’s ability to establish and enforce impact fees upon new residential 
development projects. As a result, more Wisconsin communities are seeking grant funding to offset the 
cost of park and recreation development. Wisconsin statutes prohibit local government from applying for 
State and Federal park and recreation funding without a locally-adopted Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (CORP). 
 
By adopting and periodically updating an Outdoor Recreation Plan, the Town will become eligible for 
state grant funds. Grants, donations, park impact fees (which can be collected from developers proposing 
any new land divisions or subdivisions - must be compliant with Act 4773) are all tools available to offset 
taxpayer costs for new park space. 

                                                 
3 Passed May 30, 2006, Act 477 updates impact fee legislation. Counties can no longer collect impact fees, and municipalities can no longer use 
them for “other transportation uses,” “other recreational uses,” or vehicles. Fees are to be collected from the builder or property owner within 14 
days of the issuance of the building or occupancy permit, must be placed in separate accounts, and must be spent within 7 years or refunded. 
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Potential locations for future parks and recreational facilities are illustrated on the Future Land Use Map.  
 
COMMUNICATION FACILITIES  
 
Access to communication facilities is very important in the modern economy. Several communication 
companies provide service to Taycheedah (and the Fond du Lac area). The quality of communication 
services depends on the capacity of the lines and towers serving the Town.  
 
1. Local and Long Distance Telephone Service. There are several local telephone service providers to 

Taycheedah. Each company offers services and packages that are consistently upgraded to reflect new 
technologies and services. A variety of national companies provide landline long distance service to 
Taycheedah. Many residents rely on cellular phones for local and long distance service. 

 
2. Internet. Various forms of internet access are available throughout the Town. 
 
3. Newspapers. The Fond du Lac Reporter is the primary paper serving Taycheedah. The Town uses 

this paper, which is published daily, to post meeting 
announcements, minutes, and other articles of general interest. The 
Reporter can be accessed online at www.fdlreporter.com. 

 

���� Television and Radio. There are no television or radio stations 
located in Taycheedah, but signals are available from surrounding 
communities. Charter Communications offers traditional cable and 
digital packages for Town residents. Some residents have also 
purchased satellites to receive additional channels. Television and 
radio coverage is expected to continue to meet resident needs over 
the life of this plan. ��

 
5. Postal Service. The Town of Taycheedah does not have its own 

postal zip code. The Malone Post Office is located in Taycheedah 
along with nearby Post Offices in the City of Fond du Lac.  

 
6. Cellular/PCS Towers. Ever advancing communication 

technologies have greatly increased the need for towers to provide 
receiving and sending capabilities. The federal government 
formally recognized this need by passing the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996. Under 
Section 704 of the Act, the Town has the power to regulate the placement, construction and 
modification of personal wireless facilities, as long as the rules do not unreasonably discriminate 
between providers or prohibit service.  

 
Any requests for new tower facilities require approval by the Town. All towers in the Town are required 
to provide for co-location of multiple users on a single tower. The space available on the tower located in 
the Town of Taycheedah have been sufficient to meet tower demands.  
 
 

Communication Tower in Taycheedah 
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CEMETERIES  
 
There are four cemeteries in the Town of 
Taycheedah. St. Charles cemetery (off of 
CTH UU), and Taycheedah Cemetery (off of 
Golf Course Drive) are on the south side of 
Town. To the north, St. John the Baptist 
cemetery resides off of CTH W. The Holy 
Parish Cemetery is located off of CTH WH. 
Existing capacity is expected to meet current 
and future needs. 
 
HEALTH CARE FACILITIES  
 
The nearest medical facility to the Town of 
Taycheedah is the Aurora Health Center 
located at 210 Wisconsin American Drive 
(east of USH 151 adjacent to STH 23). This 105,000 square foot facility is open Monday-Friday, with 
additional walk-in care hours on Saturday. Aurora offers comprehensive care including: OB/GYN, 
internal medicine, cardiology, pediatrics, physical therapy, and diagnostic services, among others.  
 
In addition to the Aurora facility, the Fond du Lac area is served by Agnesian 
Healthcare Network, with a hospital and several clinics locate in the City of 
Fond du Lac. Many doctors and dentists maintain private practices in the area. 
The Fond du Lac area also has numerous nursing homes offering skilled short 
and long-term care. Several retirement communities in Fond du Lac offer 
assisted living and nursing home services. 
 
Existing providers are expected to meet anticipated future needs. If additional medical facilities should 
locate in areas of the Town, they would be directed to those areas identified on the Future Land Use Map 
for commercial uses in proximity to important roadways. 
 
CHILDCARE FACILITIES  
 
Taycheedah is home to one childcare facility, Christian Parents for Kids Day Care, located at N7626 CTH 
WH. Numerous childcare facilities are available to Taycheedah residents in Fond du Lac and other nearby 
communities. In general, people seek childcare providers located near their homes or near their places of 
employment. Town residents also have informal networks of child care (i.e. family or friends), and some 
residents provide licensed childcare from their homes. The Town has no direct influence over the 
establishment of new childcare facilities, but defines and lists the zoning districts in which childcare 
facilities may be constructed as permitted and conditional uses. 
  
L IBRARY

4 
 
The nearest public library for Taycheedah residents is located at 32 Sheboygan Street in the City of Fond 
du Lac. The Fond du Lac Public Library has a wide variety of materials and programs available to 
residents. Its collection includes more than 165,000 books, more than 10,800 audio materials, more than  

                                                 
4 Source: Fond du Lac County  

St. Charles Cemetery in the Town of Taycheedah 
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11,000 video materials and more than 380 periodical subscriptions. The 
computer catalog also includes access to materials at the other 29 libraries in the 
Winnefox Library System (libraries in Waushara, Winnebago, Marquette, Green 
Lake, and Fond du Lac counties). The library has an Internet-based 
catalog to allow for convenient access to library resources from home.  

 
In addition to its Sheboygan Street facility, the Fond du Lac Public 
Library operates a bookmobile. Weekly and bi-weekly stops are 
scheduled at schools, childcare centers, neighborhoods, subdivisions, 
and outlying communities. It is stocked with best sellers, paperbacks, 
magazines, compact discs, children's books, and videos. The 
bookmobile also sponsors a summer reading club and story times for 
children in the summer.  
 
SENIOR SERVICES

5 
 
According to the 2000 U.S. Census, 438 Taycheedah residents (11.9% of the population) were age 65 or 
over. This was an increase from the 1990 U.S. Census when 367 persons (10.8%) over the age of 65 were 
reported. Like youth populations, seniors demand particular services to meet their specific needs.  
 
To address senior needs, the Fond du Lac County Department of Senior Services provides seniors with 
access to information, services and programs to support physical, emotional, social and financial well-
being. Services include congregate and home delivered (i.e. meals-on-wheels) meals, transportation 
services, benefit counseling and energy bill assistance. Services provided by the Fond du Lac County 
Department of Senior Services and supporting organizations are profiled in the 60+ Booklet available on-
line at http://www.fdlco.wi.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=1361. 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS

6 
 
The Town of Taycheedah is served by two school districts, Fond du Lac and New Holstein The majority 
the Town falls within the Fond du Lac School District, including the communities of Silica, St. Peter, 
Peebles, and Taycheedah. The east and northeast parts of the Town lie in the New Holstein school district. 
There are no public school buildings within Taycheedah’s boundaries and no plans by either of the 
Districts to construct any facilities within Taycheedah in the foreseeable future. A brief profile of the New 
Holstein and Fond du Lac School Districts is provided below. 
 
1. Fond du Lac School District. The Fond du Lac School District offices are located at 72 West Ninth 

Street in Fond du Lac. District facilities include: Chegwin, Evans, Lakeshore, Parkside, Pier, 
Riverside, Roberts, Rosenow, and Waters Elementary Schools; Sabish, Theisen, and Woodworth 
Middle Schools; and, Fond du Lac High School. The combined enrollment for all District schools 
appears in Table 20 below. 

 
Evidence of the quality of the Fond du Lac School District was recently reflected by its 2006 ranking 
as the 24th best public urban education system in the nation in a study conducted by the magazine, 
Expansion Management. The study examined more than 2,800 school districts throughout the 
country. Other Wisconsin schools making the list included: Sheboygan (#5), Eau Claire (#7), 
Madison (#8), Wausau (#11), Appleton (#16), and Oshkosh-Neenah (#20). 

 

                                                 
5 Source: Fond du Lac County  
6 Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

Fond du Lac Public Library 
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2. New Holstein School District. The New Holstein School District offices are located at 1715 
Plymouth Street in New Holstein. District facilities include: New Holstein Elementary School, New 
Holstein Middle School, and New Holstein High School. The combined enrollment for the three 
facilities during the past five years is shown in Table 20 below. 
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There are a number of private schools available to Town residents. 
 
HIGHER EDUCATION  
 
The Town of Taycheedah has convenient highway access to many outstanding colleges, universities, and 
technical schools. Within an hour drive, residents can attend classes at Marian University, Moraine Park 
Technical College, Ripon College, Marquette University, Lakeshore Technical College, Fox Valley 
Technical College, and the University of Wisconsin campuses in Fond du Lac, Milwaukee, Madison, 
Green Bay, and Oshkosh. 
 
TOWN HALL  
 
Taycheedah’s Town Hall is located at W4295 Kiekhaefer 
Parkway. This facility is available to all residents for public 
meetings and currently meets basic needs for Town meetings, 
office, and storage space. The property does have some space 
available for future expansion if needed.  
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SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AND RECYCLING  
 
The Town contracts with Waste Management (an independent service provider) to provide residential 
waste disposal service and recycling. Garbage and recycling are collected curbside. Businesses 
independently contract for waste disposal services. The Town evaluates its contract and is open to 
considering other bids. 
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POLICE PROTECTION
7 

 
The Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Office provides police protection services to the Town of Taycheedah. 
Department headquarters are located at 180 S. Macy Street in 
Fond du Lac. Response times vary depending on the location of 
the nearest cruiser, but are generally 12 minutes for emergency 
calls and 25 minutes for non-emergencies.  
 
The Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Office has 58 sworn officers working in the Law Enforcement 
Division as uniformed patrol, investigations, and civil process officers. At any given time as many as 7, 
but no fewer than 4, patrol cars are on duty. The number of officers on 
patrol duty varies by the time of day and overlaps during shift 
changes. The Office serves approximately 100,000 residents of Fond 
du Lac County and patrols the County in 4 sections, divided by 
various boundaries. Officers are assigned to each section and patrol 
those areas. The Town of Taycheedah is located in the Northeast 
section.  
 
The Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Office provides Enhanced 911 
emergency-based dispatching for nearly all police services in the 
entire County (Fond du Lac, Oakfield, Campbellsport, Rosendale, 
Waupun, North Fond du Lac, Brandon, and Fairwater), county fire 
departments, county ambulance services, and Department of Natural 
Resources. The Sheriff’s Office annually reviews equipment and vehicle needs as part of the Fond du Lac 
County Capital Improvements Program. Regular vehicle replacement is important to ensure that a 
dependable vehicle is available to respond to public safety needs.  
 
The Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Office operates a jail facility at 63 Western Ave in Fond du Lac. The 
jail has a capacity of 350 inmates. It is divided into several areas to separate juveniles from adults, and 
males from females. The jail accommodates a work-release population for inmates who work outside of 
the jail and then return to the facility each night. The jail also operates a tracking bracelet parole program, 
which has proven successful. 
 
In 2006, an expansion of the jail was completed. The expansion has given the County the opportunity to 
house out-of-county prisoners; which has created an additional source of revenue. It is expected that the 
jail will meet the needs of the County for many years. 
 
FIRE PROTECTION  
 
Fire protection is provided by the Mount Calvary and Calumet Fire Volunteer Departments.  
 
The Insurance Services Office (ISO) rates fire protection service for communities across the United 
States. The rating system scale is out of 10 with 1 being the best. Most insurance underwriters use the fire 
protection rating to calculate residential, commercial and industrial insurance premiums. Fire districts are 
evaluated on a cyclical basis that is determined by district growth and the size of the population served. 
The Mount Calvary Volunteer Fire Volunteer Department was rated a 5. This rating was completed in the 
summer of 2005. A 5 rating is an average rating. Improving this rating would likely require employing 
full-time professional firefighters. The Calumet Volunteer Fire Department has an ISO rating of 6 (2001 
rating).  
                                                 
7 Source: Email correspondence with Dean Will of the Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Office on November 28, 2006. 
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More information about the Mount Calvary and Calumet Volunteer Fire Departments is provided below. 
 
1. Mount Calvary Volunteer Fire Department.8 The Mount Calvary Volunteer Fire Department 

serves approximately thirty percent of Taycheedah with a volunteer force of between 40 and 45 
firefighters. On a typical call the department is in route within 2-3 minutes of receiving a 911 page. 
The Mount Calvary Volunteer Fire Department has a fleet of emergency vehicles including:  

 
�  2-Front Line Engines (pumper trucks) 
�  2-Tanker Trucks 
�  1-Equipment Van 
�  A Brush Truck with a tank and pump for wild land fires and car crashes  
�  A 6-Wheeler for wild land fires and rescue. 
 
The Mount Calvary Volunteer Fire Department’s vehicles are replaced on a ten-year cycle. The 
department has no immediate plans to increase the number of vehicles it maintains, though it would like 
to acquire a ladder truck. 
 
In 2000, the Mount Calvary Volunteer Fire Department moved into a new station. The department 
anticipates that this facility will be adequate to meet the long-term needs of the department and has no 
plans for changes in its facilities, staffing, or equipment.  
 
2. Calumet Volunteer Fire Department9 Approximately seventy percent of Taycheedah is served by 

the Calumet Volunteer Fire Department. The department has a single station located in Pipe with a 
force that includes 52 firefighting and 16 first responders. The building within which the Fire 
Department is located was constructed in 1955 with an addition in 1988. A new addition is planned 
within the next five years. On a typical call the Calumet Volunteer Fire Department will reach 
Taycheedah within 5 minutes of a 911 page. The Calumet Volunteer Fire Department’s fleet of 
vehicles includes: 

 
�  1981 Backup Pumper (1,000 gpm) 
�  1997 Main Pumper (1,500 gpm) 
�  2001 Mini Pumper (750 gpm) 
�  1994 Tanker (2,000 gallons) 
�  2003 Tanker (2,200 gallons) 
 
Trucks and other equipment are replaced on a four-to-five year basis as needed. 
 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE  
 
Ambulance service for the Town is provided by the Mount Calvary Ambulance Service, Inc.  Services are 
dispatched by the Fond du Lac County Dispatch Center. The Service provides 24-hour emergency 
response to the Town. Unless living within two minutes of the station, Emergency Medical Technician’s 
(EMT) reside in living quarters located within the station while on duty so that they can quickly respond 
to calls. 
 

                                                 
8 Source: Telephone interview with Mr. Gary Birschbach, Mount Calvary Volunteer Fire Department, June 29, 
2005. 
9 Source: Telephone interview with Mr. Brian Schmitz, Fire Chief, Town of Calumet Volunteer Fire Department, 
August, 2007. 
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FIRST RESPONDERS 
 
Both Mount Calvary and Calumet Volunteer Fire Departments support First Responder units. First 
Responders are trained and certified to provide emergency trauma and/or medical assessment and 
assistance to the EMTs. Several Town residents volunteer their time as First Responders. 
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During development of this plan, residents, landowners, and the Taycheedah Plan Commission had the 
opportunity to raise issues and concerns about available utilities and community facilities. What follows 
is a summary of identified issues and concerns. Actions to address these items are provided at the end of 
this chapter and in the Utilities and Community Facilities section of the Implementation Chapter. 
 
MAINTAINING REASONABLE TAX LEVELS 
 
Town residents respect the fiscal discipline demonstrated by local officials and value their reasonable tax 
rates. Given limited finances, coupled with long-term uncertainties surrounding Wisconsin’s shared 
revenue program and state-imposed levy limits, the Town of Taycheedah understands the need to 
carefully consider all expenditures. This consideration certainly extends to providing utilities and 
community facilities for the community. To provide efficient, cost-effective services, the Town has a 
history of cooperatively working with neighboring communities and Fond du Lac County (i.e. wastewater 
treatment, fire protection, police protection, senior services, road maintenance, etc.). Regionalizing 
services can minimize duplication and promote cost efficiency, which may reduce the tax burden for all 
residents. To keep local taxes at a reasonable level, Taycheedah will continue to consider shared service 
opportunities with neighboring communities. 
 
WIND ENERGY 
 
With the rising cost of energy in the U.S., capturing the wind has grown in popularity as a source of 
alternative, renewable energy. Although it is a very cost-effective source of electricity, it has raised other 
concerns, particularly with respect to wildlife. Opponents of wind farms have argued that the rotating 
blades can disrupt, and even kill, certain bird and bat species. Studies conducted on the affect of wind 
turbines on bird and bat mortality have thus far shown minimal impacts. However, proponents believe 
that the greater benefit provided by this renewable energy source, given increased awareness of global 
climate issues, more than justifies its recent and future growth. 
 
In July 2005, an application for 133 turbines near the Horicon Marsh in 
Dodge and Fond du Lac Counties was approved. This project will 
nearly quadruple the amount of energy used in Wisconsin generated by 
wind turbines (from 53 to more than 200 megawatts10). Current capacity 
is found at: 
 
�  De Pere (Brown County):    1.2 MW (megawatts) 
�  Red River (Kewaunee County):   11.22 MW 
�  Lincoln (Kewaunee County):   9.24 MW 
�  Byron (Fond du Lac County):  1.32 MW 
�  Monfort Wind Farm (Eden, Iowa City): 30MW 
�  Green Field Blue Sky (Fond du Lac County) 154MW 
 
Taycheedah does not have an ordinance specifically focused on the regulation of wind turbines. 

                                                 
10 Source: American Wind Energy Association, 2006. 

Wind Farm, Town of Lincoln, 
Kewaunee County, Wisconsin. 
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The installation of wind turbines will result in benefits and challenges in Taycheedah. Challenges are 
largely focused on three aspects: visibility, noise and wildlife impacts.  
 

1. Wind towers are highly visible. Modern wind turbines producing power on the megawatt scale 
typically stand 212+ feet, with blade rotors of about 230+ feet in diameter (up to 393 feet tall and 
341 foot rotor diameters for the 3.6 MW turbine)11. Wind power plants consist of clusters or lines 
of turbines spread across hilltops, ridgelines, or open stretches of water. Turbine viewsheds, or 
distances within which the turbines can be readily seen, can reach 5 miles.  

 
A formal study conducted by the Renewable 
Energy Policy Project indicated that the wind 
turbines in Kewaunee County had no negative 
effect on the property values in the view shed, 
described as the 5-mile radius around the wind 
turbines12.  

 
2. Wind power plants produce steady, low-volume 

noise caused by wind trailing off rotor blades 
and by the machinery driven by the turbines. 
The wind itself may mask any such noise 
produced by the turbine. The list below provides 
a comparison of noise volumes.  

 
SOURCE DISTANCE (feet) SOUND LEVELS (decibels) 

Jet Engine 200 120 
Freight Train 100 70 
Vacuum Cleaner 10 70 
Freeway 100 70 
Large Transformer 200 55 
Wind in Trees 40 55 
Light Traffic 100 50 
300 kW Wind Turbine 400 45 
Soft Whisper 5 30 
Source: Paul Gipe, Wind Energy Comes of Age, 1995, as cited in National Wind Coordinated Committee, “Wind Energy Environmental Issues,” 
Wind Energy Series, January 1997 and “The Environmental Case for Wind Power in Wisconsin,” Elizabeth Ridlington and Jennifer Giegerich, 
July 2005. 
 

3. Compared with other energy sources, wind has a modest impact on wildlife. It does not require 
the mining or transportation of fuel, nor does it produce air pollution or contribute to global 
warming. Wind installations do consume small amounts of land for each turbine footing and may 
alter wildlife behavior in the surrounding areas. Some species change their feeding, breeding, and 
nesting habits within the immediate area of wind towers. In areas where the land is already used 
for intensive agriculture (i.e. row crops), the wildlife impact and habitat loss is minor (see image 
above). In more remote areas, the disruption from a wind farm will be more significant. Overall, 
wind power projects are responsible for one or two of very 10,000 bird collision-deaths in the 
country annually. Housecats, office buildings, and patio doors each kill far more birds than wind 
turbines13.  
 

                                                 
11 Source: General Electric 
12 Source: Renewable Energy Policy Project, The Effect of Wind Development on Local Property Values, 2003. 
13 Source: Wallace Erickson, et. al., Avian Collisions with Wind Turbines: A Summary of Existing Studies and Comparison to Other Sources of 
Avian Collision Mortality in the United States, National Wind Coordinating Committee, August 2001. 

Wind turbines in Kewaunee County 
Source: Renewable Energy Policy Project 
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Taycheedah could realize several benefits if it were to consider the construction of wind turbines in the 
future. First, the eastern side of Town has a relatively low population density. This would help to limit the 
impact of the towers (particularly with respect to noise) to the limited number of people living within 500 
or 1000 feet of the proposed structures. Moreover, the lease of land for the turbines will provide a source 
of revenue for those landowners on which the tower is sited. Since many of these landowners are farmers, 
the supplemental income will help to sustain their farm operation. Finally, by siting any prospective 
towers in the community, demand for additional residential development in this portion of the town will 
likely be reduced, therefore, helping the town to retain its undeveloped lands and farmland resources. 
 
LOCAL PARK FACILITIES  
 
As mentioned earlier in this and other chapters, the lack of adequate 
park and recreation spaces and bicycle and pedestrian trails were 
identified by participants at the Kick-off and Vision meetings as a 
concern. The 1997 Town of Taycheedah Comprehensive Plan 
recognized that the Town Park was underutilized. It also stated that 
the park could and should be improved, by means of grant monies 
from the state, volunteer labor, and donations. A goal of the plan was 
to provide a park that served all age groups. 
 
Taycheedah is currently home to a County Park and Town Parks.  
 
1. Roosevelt County Park: This 3-acre park lies in the far 

southwest corner of Town along Winnebago Drive. The park 
contains about 900 feet of shoreline and offers many amenities 
including: parking, toilets, picnic tables and grills. The park is 
popular for summer swimming and lounging. Boaters often 
anchor offshore and wade to the park. Roosevelt is also popular 
with summer windsurfers. 

 
2. Kiekhaefer Park: Kiekhaefer Park is a 138-acre open space 

area located in the western portion of the Town approximately ¼ 
mile east of Highway 151 on Kiekhaefer Parkway. While this 
space is largely undeveloped, several recreational avenues exist. These include snowmobile trails, 
hiking/biking trails, cross-country ski trails, sledding hills and nature trails (hiking only) to name a 
few. The natural geography and unique contour of the Park provides great potential for development 
of the aforementioned recreational avenues plus more. The Park currently has parking area only at the 
southern end (off Kiekhaefer Parkway), however, vehicle access does exist on the north and east sides 
with both entrances/exits being gated. 

 
3. Scenic Overlook: The Scenic Overlook was initially purchased by the State of Wisconsin. The site 

provides a picnic area, small woodlands and an amazing view of Lake Winnebago. For many years, 
the overlook provided a rest stop for travelers. In 2006, the State of Wisconsin deeded the property 
over to the Town of Taycheedah. The Scenic Overlook consists of 6.33 acres, contiguous to the Town 
Hall property; which could easily be linked by a trail to the Kiekhaefer Park trail system.  

 
4. Hermanns Park: Hermanns Park became a reality in 2008; due to the generosity of the Hermanns 

Family. Rick Hermanns, a former Town of Taycheedah resident, purchased the 1.5 acre lot at the 
corner of CTH QQ and Hillside Circle with the sole intention of donating it to the Town as a lasting 
tribute to his parents, Francis & Faith Hermanns. Rick Hermanns also donated $15,000 for the 
purpose of purchasing playground equipment for the park. 

��������� �����������&���� ����	��
�������"
�����,��

��������*�����

��
-�������
������
�

�
��

��������������
���
���������������
�
�������
�����
������������������������
���
�����������
��#������������������
����
�����	� �����
�	���	��
����
��
�	�
���	��
�� ���������:�����
�1)�)0�1���
�����
6����
��
�:���������	����������������
����	
�
�� ��#��
��
#���������
��������#�
��#����� ������
��

����������
�	�����
�	���������
��
������
��
�	����,�
,��#�
��
����
������� ��
��	�����
���	������
������#��  ����	��#����
����	���#���
�
�������������
��
���!��
���
�	�����#�
	����,�
,��#���� �����	�
����
������������
��
��	����
�����#�	��
����:��������������
����
�	����
������
��������������� ��

�
����
����
�������������	��������������
�������
��
���������
� �����!����
���
��
�	���������	������������#�������	��#���
�
���	�����������������
��
���!��
���
�
	�����#�	����,�
,��#���� �����	�
����

������������
����	����
�����#�	��
���  �



4/22/2009 

Town of Taycheedah Comprehensive Plan Draft - Utilities & Community Facilities Chapter 6-18 

 
OVERCROWDED SCHOOLS 
 
During the SWOT Exercise, some residents expressed concern about the potential for school 
overcrowding (or the need for new school construction) should a rapid increase in population occur in 
Taycheedah. The New Holstein and Fond du Lac school districts monitor their enrollment levels to plan 
for facility, staff, and equipment needs. No major spikes in enrollment are anticipated that would result in 
an overcrowding situation. Continued coordination between the Town of Taycheedah and the local school 
districts with respect to new development proposals will help the schools plan effectively for growth. 
 
HIGH SPEED INTERNET  
 
During the planning process, some residents expressed concerns about lack of high-speed Internet access 
in the community. Service is currently provided through dial-up and satellite service. A variety of options 
are available at a range of cost depending upon the location within the Town. 
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Numerous grant and loan programs are available to Town government to finance future improvements. 
Programs are available through the State of Wisconsin and the federal government. What follows is a 
description of some of the opportunities available to the Town. 
 
WATER AND WASTEWATER GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM  
 
The USDA Rural Development (Rural Utility Service) has a water and wastewater grant and loan 
program to assist cities, villages, tribes, sanitary districts, and towns in rural areas with a population up to 
10,000. The program provides loans and grants to construct, improve, or modify municipal drinking water 
and wastewater systems, storm sewers, and solid waste disposal facilities. This program may be useful for 
establishing shared/cluster sanitary and water systems in Taycheedah.  
 
STATE TRUST FUND LOAN PROGRAM  
 
The Board of Commissioners of Public Lands provides this loan program with terms of up to 20 years 
and deeply discounted interest rates. Loans may be used for a variety of purposes including: road 
improvements, water and sewer, equipment, recreational facilities, industrial development, and other 
public facilities that may include community centers/halls and trail development. The funds available 
fluctuate annually. The current annual loan limit is $2,000,000. The Town of Taycheedah could utilize 
these funds for development of new park facilities, trails, road projects (including projects to pave 
shoulders for trail routes), or expansion and renovation of the Town Hall.  
 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY FACILITY GRANTS 
 
The USDA Rural Development also offers grants to communities seeking to build or improve their 
community facilities. These include schools, libraries, childcare, hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living 
facilities, fire and rescue stations, police stations, community centers, public buildings and transportation. 
These grants are awarded to communities with a population up to 20,000 based on a competitive 
application process.  
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ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM  
 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security awards competitive grants to fire departments and 
non-affiliated emergency medical services that will enhance the ability of first responders and 
firefighters. In 2006, the program was allotted $485,595,000 to be disbursed through three 
separate programs: the Assistance to Firefighters Grant, Staffing for Adequate Fire and 
Emergency Response Grants and Fire Prevention and Safety Grants.  
 
STATE STEWARDSHIP FUND 
 
The Stewardship Fund is the State of Wisconsin’s land acquisition program for public outdoor recreation 
and habitat protection. Administered by the Department of Natural Resources, the fund makes 60 million 
dollars a year available to buy land for nature-based parks and associated infrastructure improvements, 
trails, habitat areas, and campgrounds. The funds can also be used for shoreland stabilization and riparian 
buffer enhancement projects. The Stewardship Grants provide up to a 50% match in funds to that coming 
from the local government. In order to be eligible, local and tribal governments must have a DNR 
approved Outdoor Recreation Plan or Master Plan that has also been approved by the local governing 
unit (Town Board). Taycheedah could use these funds to establish local trails or a new nature-based park 
and its associated infrastructure.  
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN  
 
A Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) is typically a five-year plan with updates occurring annually. Capital 
items are generally defined as those items that are more expensive and will last at least 3-5 years. These 
items are financed through borrowing, as they may overburden the annual operating budget. A general 
CIP includes a community’s capital items such as: 
 
�  Parkland acquisition and improvements 
�  Trail development projects 
�  Public buildings improvements and maintenance 
�  Emergency vehicle or road maintenance vehicle purchase and replacement 
�  Street maintenance and reconstruction 
�  Replacement of aged sanitary sewer and water mains 
 
The Town of Taycheedah does not currently use a CIP. To more effectively implement the 
Comprehensive Plan and prepare for future expenditures, the Town should consider developing a CIP.  
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Utilities and community facilities can dictate future planning for a community if capacity, location, and 
services are not adequate to support development. Therefore, it is important to inventory existing utilities 
and community facilities to understand how utilities and community facilities will be provided during the 
tenure of the Comprehensive Plan.  
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HOUSING 
 
Improvements such as roads, sewer, parks, recreational facilities, and schools are all affected by 
residential development. The recommended method to coordinate improvements is to follow the land use 
pattern presented on the Future Land Use Map as closely as possible and plan for future improvements in 
a CIP.  
 
FUTURE LAND USE CHAPTER  
 
Land use drives the need for utilities and community facilities. Conversely, the availability of utilities and 
community facilities can determine where development can occur. The Future Land Use Map was 
developed with careful consideration of where utilities and community facilities are now available, or will 
be available, within the planning period. In addition, the Future Land Use Map carefully considers the 
economic feasibility of utilities and community facility extensions to serve areas planned for future 
development. Areas where the extension of sewer service, alternative treatment systems or other basic 
infrastructure is cost prohibitive are not encouraged for future development. 
 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION  
 
The Town participates cooperatively with the County and neighboring communities to provide efficient 
services. The 2000 Wastewater Agreement between City of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin and Outlying Sewer 
Group and Intergovernmental Agreement among the City of Fond du Lac and the Towns of Fond du Lac, 
Empire, Taycheedah and Friendship and the Respective Town Sanitary Districts to Provide for Orderly 
Growth and Development within Agreed-Upon Municipal Boundaries are primary examples of these 
efforts. 
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The Utilities & Community Facilities goals, objectives, and policies can be found in Chapter 12: 
Implementation. 
 


