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Introduction �
 
This chapter provides an inventory of existing agricultural, natural, and cultural resources in the Village of Winneconne. Issues associated with these resources 
are discussed and a vision, with supporting goals and objectives, is presented. 
 
Wisconsin’s Smart Growth Law includes 14 goals for local comprehensive planning. The goals listed below specifically relate to planning for agricultural and 
natural resources: 
 

·  Protection of natural areas, including: wetlands, wildlife habitats, lakes, woodlands, open spaces, and environmental corridors. 
·  Protection of economically productive agricultural areas. 
·  Protection of agricultural lands for agricultural purposes. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Survey / Visions, Values and SWOT Exercis es 
 
During the Visions, Values, and SWOT exercies, participants were asked to identify the attributes, both positive and negative, that identify Winneconne to residents and visitors. The natural environment of the community, 
specifically the Wolf River and Lakes Winneconne and Poygan, garnered the majority of the responses. When asked to offer the things most valued in Winneconne, attendees at the Kick-off Meeting listed the lakes and river 
as a community strenght more frequently than any other response other than quality Village services. In many ways, the community see its past, present, and future as tied to the Wolf River.  
 
MID COURSE MEETING QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Several questions in the Mid Course Mapping Meeting Questionnaire (fall 2006) related to the protection of natural resources. These questions and the resident’s answers included: 
 

·  Would you encourage or discourage the development of an ordinance protecting riparian (stream) corridors in the Village: 39.1% encourage/47.8% discourage/13.0% No opinion 
·  Would you encourage or discourage the development of Village ordinances aimed at protecting water quality in the Wolf River and Lakes Butte de Mort, Poygan and Winneconne: 
·  59.0% encourage/31.8% discourage/9.0% No opinion 
·  Would you support an ordinance to limit the amount of fertilizers and pesticides that can be applied to lawns in the Village: 50.0% Yes /31.8% No/18.1% Don’t Know 

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Visio n�
 

In 2025, Winneconne continues to plan for the future, while recognizing and celebrating its past.  The Wolf River remains the backbone of the community. Its 
waters draw boaters and anglers to the Village bolstering its economy and maintaining its status as an “up north” community just outside the Fox Cities. 
Winneconne has protected its most important social and cultural landmarks through the development of its Historical and Cultural Resources Plan, which has 
become a model for small communities throughout the state. Winneconne’s numerous festivals and events, including Sovereign State Days, draw tourists from 
around the region to celebrate the community’s unique history and culture. 
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Agricultural Resources  
 
As a fully-developed village with nearly complete build-out of its land base, agricultural land uses no longer represent a significant component of Winneconne’s landscape. At this time, there are no parcels of land designated 
as agricultural within current Village boundaries.
 
 
Natural Resources 
 
The natural environment is a key indicator in enhancing positive “quality of life” attitudes among local residents. A correlation often exists between the presence and prevalence of open space and the positive feelings people 
have about their community. Woodlands, wetlands, grasslands, and surface waters provide important wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities for residents. They improve the visual appeal of the community and can 
function as development buffers, both within the Village and between Winneconne and its municipal neighbors. In many respects, the natural landscape determines where development can and cannot happen. Diverse 
topography limits the type and density of development that can occur. Certain soils types have limitations that preclude development upon them. Construction activities within wetlands and floodplains are strictly regulated by 
local, state, and federal agencies. Woodlands and grasslands, however, are afforded little state or federal protection. They, along with agricultural lands, tend to experience the greatest amount of development pressure and, 
therefore, require a greater level of local protection…at least for those communities intent upon preserving them. Preservation of natural resources (wetlands, surface and groundwater, woodlands, shorelines) is an important 
priority in Winneconne. Local residents value the benefits provided by a healthy and diverse natural environment. Many of Winneconne’s natural assets are shown on the Natural Features Map located on page 7-13. 
 
 

GLACIATION , TOPOGRAPHY, AND GEOLOGY 
 
Winneconne, like most of Wisconsin, owes its unique landscape to the cumulative 
affects of past ice ages. More than 95% of Wisconsin’s natural lakes and many of 
its major rivers (including the Fox, Wisconsin, and Wolf Rivers) were formed 
during the last glacial recession. The Wisconsin Glacial stage began 
approximately 65,000 years ago and lasted about 54,000 years. The ice that 
covered most of the state was up to one mile thick in places and extended in five 
lobes: the Superior, Chippewa, Wisconsin Valley, Green Bay, and Lake Michigan 
lobes. The Green Bay lobe extended along the eastern part of the state (see 
illustration at left) carving out Green Bay, the Fox River, and Lake Winnebago 
and reaching as far south as the city of Madison. As these lobes receded, they left 
glacial lakes in their path (see text and box below). The last glacier in Wisconsin 
began receding about 11,000 years ago. 
 
Winnebago County is part of the Eastern Ridges and Lowlands geographic 
province of Wisconsin. Land surfaces in the county range from about 750 feet to 
950 feet in elevation. In general, topographic features of the county are controlled 
by the bedrock surface. Hills and ridges are composed of a thin layer of glacial 
material and form similar features on the land surface.1 The county is mostly level 
or gently sloping. In 96 percent of the county, slopes are less than 6 percent. Less 
than 1,000 acres have slopes exceeding 12 percent.2 
 

 

                                                           
1 Excerpted from: Geology and Water Resources of Winnebago County, Wisconsin, USGS and University of Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey. 
2 Excerpted from: Winnebago County Soil Survey. 

  

  

SOURCE:  Original source unknown. 

SOURCE: Geology of Wisconsin, Steven Dutch, June 
1999. 
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SOILS ASSOCIATION 
 
The Soils Association Map (see page 7-14) was prepared from data provided by Winnebago County. The map identifies all of the soils existing within the county. 
 
 
GROUNDWATER & AQUIFERS 
 
Groundwater is the primary source of potable water for the residents of Winneconne. The ground beneath Winneconne is comprised of glacial outwash and till. These deposits rest upon a layer of dolomite limestone sitting 
upon a layer of granite. It is from the aquifer formed by these glacial deposits that the Village of Winneconne draws its potable water.  
 
Aquifers are stratums, or layers, of gravel, sand, or porous, fractured, or cavernous rock capable of holding and/or conducting water. When fully charged, an aquifer is saturated with water. Water collects in the recharge area 
and flows, or percolates, to the lowest point of the aquifer. Recharge areas serve a function similar to that of headwaters for a river. They are the entry point for rainwater and snow melt into the aquifer. As the entry point, 
recharge areas are one of the most likely venues for contamination of groundwater. Please refer to Table 18.0 below for a detailed description of geologic layers from which Winneconne draws its drinking water. 
�

TABLE 18.0: Rock Units and Their Water-Yielding Cha racteristics in Winnebago County 3 
System Rock Unit Range in Thickness (feet)  Lithology Water-Yielding Characteristics 

Quaternary Pleistocene and Recent Deposits 0 -320 Upper part, clay, silt, and sand, red and pink, stratified, 
sorted to unsorted; lower part, clay, silt, sand, and 
gravel, gray and brown, stratified to unstratified, sorted 
and unsorted. 

Yield 50 gpm or less from sand and gravel layers 
depending upon thickness and extent. Recent alluvium not 
considered an aquifer. 

Platteville, Decorah, and Galena 
Formations undifferentiated 

0 -170 Dolomite, gray to brown, massive, fossiliferous; 
snadstone at base, coarse- to fine-grained, gray, shaly, 
dolomitic; chert. 

Yield small quantities of water from joints, bedding planes, 
and solution channels. 

St. Peter Sandstone 0 -200 

Sandstone, evry fine to coarse-grained, white, gray, 
and pink, dolomitic; shale, conglomerate, and siltstone 
in basal part, sandy, dolomitic; some chert. 

Yields small to large quantities of water depending upon 
thickness. Ordovician 

Prairie du Chien Group 0 -200 Dolomite, gray to brown, some sand and shale layers; 
some chert, white, oolitic. 

Yields small quantities of water from joints, bedding 
planes, and solution channels. 

Trempeleau Formation 0 - 120 Sandstone in upper part, very fine to medium-grained; 
siltstone and (or) dolomite in lower part, gray and red, 
glauconitic. 

Franconia Formation 0 - 120 Sandstone coarse- to fine-grained; some siltstone and 
dolomitic layers, red and gray, dolomitic, glauconitic. Cambrian 

Dresbach Formation 50 - 350 Sandstone, corase-to medium-grained, some fine to 
very fine grained, some silt and shale layers especially 
in middle part; white to light gray, some pink and pale 
red. 

Yield medium to large quantities of water depending upon 
permeability and thickness. 

Precambrian Crystalline Rock Unknown Predominantly granite. Not an aquifer. 

                                                           
3 Excerpted from Ground-Water Resources of Winnebago County Wisconsin, Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior. 

SOURCE: Geology and Water Resources of Winnebago County Wisconsin, Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior. 
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SOURCE: Wolf and Upper Fox Basins website, 2005. 

THE FOX/WOLF RIVER BASIN
�  

 
The Fox/Wolf River Basin (see map at right) drains 3,690 square miles and includes the northwest portion of Winnebago 
County and parts of Forest, Langlade, Marathon, Menominee, Oneida, Outagamie, Portage, Shawano, Waupaca, and 
Waushara and Counties. The Wolf River runs from southern Oneida and Forest Counties south to where it joins the Upper 
Fox River just above the Lake Winnebago Pools System. The Wolf River Basin is comprised of 20 smaller watersheds. 
 
 
WATERSHEDS AND DRAINAGE  
 
Winneconne is located in the Fox/Wolf River Basin and falls on the Eastern side of the sub-continental divide. Water in the 
Village that doesn’t evaporate or infiltrate to ground water reserves eventually flows to the Atlantic Ocean. Waters to the 
west of the divide flow to the Mississippi River and into the Gulf of Mexico. Water that results from precipitation or snow 
melt will eventually do one of three things: evaporate, infiltrate, or run-off. Evaporated water re-enters the air column to 
fall as precipitation at a later time. Infiltrated water soaks through the topsoil and subsurface layers and will enter and 
recharge groundwater reserves or flow through to the nearest surface water. The greatest percentage of water re-entering 
the aquatic system does so through runoff, flowing over the land, from the highest point to the lowest, until it reaches a 
receiving body, e.g. a wetlands, lake, or stream. When rain falls or snow melts in Winneconne it eventually enters the 
Atlantic Ocean via the Wolf River, Lake Winnebago, Fox River, Lakes Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario, and the St. 
Lawrence River. 
 

·  Pine and Willow Rivers Watershed  
The combined Pine and Willow Rivers watershed is 302.1 
square miles in size. Its headwaters are located in central 
Waushara County near the Village of Wild Rose. The Pine 
and Willow Rivers both drain to Lake Poygan. The 
western portion of the Village of Winneconne lies within 
this watershed. 
 

·  Arrowhead River and Daggets Creek Watershed  
Located in north-central Winnebago County and 
southwest Outagamie County, the combined Arrowhead 
River and Daggets Creek watershed is 142.9 square miles 
in size. The Arrowhead drains to Lake Winneconne while 
Daggets Creek drains to Lake Buttes Des Morts. The 
eastern portion of the Village lies within this watershed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
4 Text excerpted from www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/gmu/wolf, 2005. 
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LAKES  
 
Lakes are typically classified in two ways, by their source and their trophic state. Source classification categorizes water bodies by their source or sources of water. There are five distinct categories for lake-source 
classification. They include5: 
 

·  Drainage Lakes 
These lakes have both an inlet and an outlet where the main water source is stream drainage. Most major rivers in Wisconsin have drainage lakes along their course. Drainage lakes owing one-half or more of their 
maximum depth to a dam are considered to be artificial lakes or impoundments. 

 
·  Seepage Lakes 

These lakes do not have an inlet or an outlet, and only occasionally overflow. As landlocked water bodies, the principal source of water is precipitation or runoff, supplemented by groundwater from the immediate 
drainage area. Since seepage lakes commonly reflect groundwater levels and rainfall patterns, water levels may fluctuate seasonally. Seepage lakes are the most common lake type in Wisconsin. 

 
·  Spring Lakes 

These lakes have no inlet, but do have an outlet. The primary source of water for spring lakes is groundwater flowing into the bottom of the lake from inside and outside the immediate surface drainage area. Spring 
lakes are the headwaters of many streams and are a fairly common type of lake in northern Wisconsin. 

 
·  Drained Lakes 

These lakes have no inlet, but like spring lakes, they have a continuously flowing outlet. Drained lakes are not groundwater-fed. Their primary source of water is from 
precipitation and direct drainage from surrounding land. Under severe conditions, the outlets from drained lakes may become intermittent. Drained lakes are the least 
common lake type found in Wisconsin. 

 
·  Artificial Lakes  

Artificial lakes are human-made bodies of water referred to as impoundments. A lake is considered an impoundment if one-half or more of its maximum depth results 
from a dam or other type of control structure. An impoundment is considered a drainage lake since it has an inlet and an outlet with its principal water source coming 
from stream drainage. Approximately 13 percent of Wisconsin’s lakes fit this description. 

 
Trophic states refer to water clarity and levels of dissolved oxygen, nutrients, fish, and invertebrates found in the water column (see box at right). The trophic state of a lake can 
vary from one part of the lake to another. Tropic states should be thought of as a continuum with most lakes evolving from oligotrophic to eutrophic over time. 
 

Very clear lakes, referred to as oligotrophic, are low in nutrients, organic matter, and sediments. They are typically deeper and colder than the typical lake and are capable of 
supporting trout populations. They tend to have clear water with visibility over ten feet and are considered pristine. The lack of nutrients in the water column limits the number of 
plant and fish species that would occur in such lakes. Though they can be excellent for swimming, they are often quite cold. Oligotrophic lakes are typically characterized by: 

 
·  A small watershed with nutrient-poor soils; 
·  A majority of the lake deeper than thirty feet; 
·  Minimal development; 
·  A watershed undisturbed by intensive human activities (agriculture, development, forestry); and, 
·  No discharges of pollution from industry or cities. 

 
Somewhat less clear mesotrophic lakes have higher amounts of nutrients than oligotrophic lakes and represent the mid-point on the lake evolution continuum. They often support 
a rich array of aquatic plants and a wide variety of fish species. The biological diversity present in a mesotrophic lake provides a tremendous range of recreational opportunities 
making them very popular for fishing, swimming, and a variety of other activities. Mesotrophic lakes tend to have: 

                                                           
5 Excerpted from Wisconsin Lakes. Published by Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Fisheries and Habitat Management, 2005. 

Source: Life on the Edge…Owning Waterfront 
Property, Dresen and Korth, UWEX, 1994 
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·  A small- to medium-sized watershed with organic (nutrient rich) soils; 
·  Parts of the lake deeper than 20 feet; 
·  Moderate land development and land disturbing activities around the lake; and 
·  Few point sources of pollution (though nonpoint sources can accelerate the evolution to eutrophic). 

 
Eutrophic lakes are very productive and have high levels of nutrients, organic matter, and sediments. They can support large fish populations; however, the diversity of fish species if usually much lower than that of a 
mesotrophic lake. High nutrient levels encourage plant growth, sometimes excessively so. These lakes often lack enough dissolved oxygen to support some fish species, like trout, walleye, and other prized game fish. As the 
lake eutrophies, it becomes less capable of supporting cool and coldwater fishes. Decaying vegetation can further reduce oxygen levels and cause fish kills, particularly during winter months. Eutrophic lakes usually have: 
 

·  A large watershed with organic soils; 
·  Depths shallower than ten feet; 
·  Substantial areas of land-disturbance in the watershed; 
·  Considerable to excessive development along the lake shore; and 
·  Multiple sources of pollution. 

 
 
LAKES BUTTES DES MORTS, POYGAN, AND WINNECONNE 
 
There are a total of 8 named lakes in Winnebago County. Three of these (Lake Butte Des Morts, Lake Poygan, and Lake 
Winneconne) abut the Village of Winneconne. At 14,102 acres, Lake Poygan is the second largest in the county and the 
fourth largest in Wisconsin. Lake Winnebago (137,708 acres) is the largest lake in the county and the state. Water quality 
levels in Lakes Butte Des Morts, Poygan, and Winneconne have moderate variability with lower quality prevalent during 
mid- to late-summer. 
 

·  Lake Buttes Des Morts  
Located southeast of Winneconne, Lake Buttes Des Morts is a drainage lake 8,857 square-acres in size with a 
maximum depth of 9 feet. The Lake is classified as meso-eutrophic. It supports a fishery of largemouth bass, 
muskellunge, northern pike, smallmouth bass, and walleye. Additional fish species include catfish, sturgeon, and 
a variety of panfish. Exotic species know to inhabit lake Buttes Des Morts include Eurasian Water Milfoil and 
zebra mussels. 
 

·  Lake Poygan  
Lake Poygan is located northwest of the Village. It is classified as a meso-eutrophic drainage lake. The lake is 
14,102 acres in size and has a maximum depth of 11 feet. It supports a fishery of largemouth bass, muskellunge, 
northern pike, smallmouth bass, walleye, and a variety of panfish species. Additional fish species include catfish, 
sturgeon, and a variety of panfish. Exotic species know to inhabit lake Buttes Des Morts include Eurasian Water 
Milfoil and zebra mussels. 

 
·  Lake Winneconne  

At 4,507 acres in size, Lake Winneconne is the smallest of the three lakes. Located due north of the Village, it is 
classified as a meso-eutrophic drainage lake with a maximum depth of 9 feet. It also supports a fishery of 
largemouth bass, muskellunge, northern pike, smallmouth bass, walleye, and a variety of panfish species. 
Additional fish species include catfish, sturgeon, and a variety of panfish. Exotic species know to inhabit lake Buttes Des Morts include Eurasian Water Milfoil and zebra mussels. 

SOURCE: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Common fish species in Lakes Buttes Des Morts, Poygan, and 
Winneconne. From top: Lake Sturgeon, Yellow Perch, Muskellunge, Northern Pike, Largemouth Bass, White Bass, 
Smallmouth Bass, Walleye, Bluegill. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF LAKE WINNEBAGO POOLS SYSTEM 
 
A recent study found that tournament and recreational fishing on the Lake Winnebago system generates $221.4 million in local spending and supports approximately 
4,300 jobs in the area. The UW-Extension survey determined that about 170,000 anglers went fishing throughout the system last year.   
 
This kind of information shows that any effort taken to protect the Lake Winnebago pools system (of which lakes Buttes Des Morts, Poygan, and Winneconne are 
critical parts) will benefit the economy as well as the environment of the area.  Refer to Chapter 8: Economic Development for more information on the study.  

 
EXOTIC AND INVASIVE SPECIES 
 
Non-native, or exotic, plant and animal species 
have been recognized in recent years as a major 
threat to the integrity of native habitats and 
species, as well as a potential economic threat 
(damage to crops, tourist economy, etc). The 
WDNR requires that any person seeking to 
bring a non-native fish or wild animal for 
introduction in Wisconsin obtain a permit.  
 
Exotic species are plants and animals not native to Wisconsin. Some exotic fish species were 
intentionally introduced in the late 1800's to enhance sport fishing opportunities, but yielded mixed 
results. For example, the steelhead (migratory rainbow trout) fishery provides anglers with an exciting 
challenge on Wisconsin's Great Lakes. Carp, however, wreak havoc on spawning sites for many game 
fish and are no longer welcome or stocked. Once introduced into a new environment, many exotics are 

capable of causing major disruptions to natural communities. More recent accidental newcomers like the zebra mussels, Eurasian water milfoil, the ruffe, and spiny water fleas. They are very destructive and aggressive 
aquatic invaders that are a cause for concern. These pests are easily transported by unsuspecting people via boats and fishing gear. Once established, they rarely can be eradicated.  
 

·  Zebra Mussel 
Zebra mussels are small, fingernail-sized mussels native to the Caspian Sea region of Asia. They are believed to have been transported to the Great Lakes via 
ballast water from a transoceanic vessel. The ballast water, taken on in a freshwater European port was subsequently discharged into Lake St. Clair, near Detroit, 
where the mussel was discovered in 1988. Since that time, they have spread rapidly to all of the Great Lakes and waterways in many states, as well as Ontario and 
Quebec. Besides clogging pipes and devouring most of the available microscopic food supply, zebra mussels may present a health hazard by increasing human 
and wildlife exposure to organic pollutants such as PCBs and PAHs. Studies have shown that zebra mussels can accumulate the pollutants in their tissues in 
concentrations 300,000 times greater than in the environment. They deposit these pollutants as pseudo-feces, loose pellets of mucous mixed with particulate 
matter that they filter from the water. Scavenging animals that eat the pseudo-feces may pass these pollutants up the food chain. 

 
·  Eurasian Water Milfoil  

Eurasian Water Milfoil was accidentally introduced to North America from Europe. Its spread westward into inland lakes and streams is primarily attributed to 
boats, with some spreading caused by water birds. It reached the Midwestern states between the 1950's and the 1980's. In nutrient-rich lakes, it can form thick underwater stands of tangled stems and 
vast mats of vegetation at the water's surface. In shallow areas, the plant can interfere with water recreation such as boating, fishing, and swimming. The plant's floating canopy can also crowd out 
important native water plants. 

 
The Village of Winneconne can help combat exotic species by educating residents about non-native species, encouraging residents to use native plants in landscaping, and developing ordinances. For a complete listing of 
invasive plants and animals, visit www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/invasive. 
 

TABLE 19.0: Wolf River Fish Spawning  

Fish Species Description of Spawning Habits  
Northern Pike Northern Pike are the first to spawn. As temperatures rise, “northerns” migrate from the 

Wolf River into small creeks and streams to spawn on marshes in the river’s floodplain. 
The fish spawn on flooded vegetation and quickly return to the river.  

Walleye Walleye migrate into old river bayous along the Wolf River’s floodplain. The Winnebago 
strain of walleye prefers to use grass for spawning.  

Lake Sturgeon Lake sturgeon spawn when the water temperature reaches 55 degrees Fahrenheit. The 
majority of these fish migrate up the Wolf River during the previous fall. They stay in 
deep pools during the winter months waiting for spring. Once the water reaches the 
proper temperature, the large fish will spawn along the river’s rocky shoreline. 

White Bass White bass run up the river and spawn in the brushy cover fringes of the main channel. 
After spawning their voracious appetite and good taste makes them a favorite of 
anglers. 

Zebra mussels. 
Eurasian Water 
Milfoil. 

Professional Walleye Tournament, Waterfront Park, Village 
of Winneconne. 
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SOURCE: Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey, 1976. 

 
SHORELINES 
 
Shorelines, riverbanks, and floodplains in Winneconne are protected and regulated by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and Winnebago County through the County Shoreland, Wetland, and Floodplain Zoning Ordinance. Shoreland 
zoning regulations are designed for efficient use, conservation, development, and protection of water resources. They are 
intended to: 
 

·  Prevent and control water pollution; 
·  Protect spawning ground for fish and aquatic life; 
·  Control building sites, placement of structures, and land use; and 
·  Preserve shore cover and natural beauty. 
 

As this chapter indicates, Winnebago County has a wide variety of water resources, including lakes, rivers, streams, and 
wetlands. The natural qualities of Winnebago County’s water resources are important for environmental, economic, and 
cultural reasons. These resources provide habitat for fish and wildlife, natural beauty and serenity, and opportunities for 
outdoor recreation. Shorelines must not be thought of as a boundary between the land and water, but as a transition area 
within which the health of land and water ecosystems can be positively or negatively affected. Shoreland vegetation traps 
and filters sediment and debris from rainfall and snow melt. Depending upon the size and complexity of a given shoreline, 
50-100% of the solid particles can settle out as plants slow sediment-laden runoff. Reduced runoff leads to cleaner lakes, 
healthier aquatic ecosystems, and increased recreational opportunities. 
 
 
WETLANDS & FLOODPLAINS  
 
Wetlands act as a natural filtering system for sediment and nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrates. They also serve as a 
natural buffer, protecting shorelines and stream banks from erosion. Wetlands are essential in providing wildlife habitat, 
flood control, and groundwater recharge. Floodplains serve many important functions related to flood and erosion control, 
water quality, groundwater recharge and fish and wildlife habitats. Areas susceptible to flooding are considered unsuitable 
for development because of risks to lives and property (see Building Suitability Map on page 7-15). Regulations place 
limitations on the development and use of wetlands and floodplains. Under sections 87.3 and 144.26 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes, a municipality has the authority to accord greater protection to wetlands, shoreland and floodplain areas. The 
Natural Features Map on page 7-13 illustrates the locations of wetlands and floodplains within the Village.  
 
WOODLANDS

6 
 
Prior to settlement by European immigrants, the vegetation of Winnebago County would have been dominated by the 
Northern Mesic Forest regime (maple, birch, hemlock, red pine, white pine). The Village of Winneconne was covered by 
deciduous forest intermingled with red and white pine. The eastern part of the Village was dominated by eastern oak 
openings, including Bur Oak, White Oak, and Black Oak. Sugar Maple, Basswood, Red Oak, White Oak, and Black Oak 
covered much of the western part of the Village. A mixture of Lowland Hardwoods (willow, ash, maple) and Conifer Swamp (white cedar, black spruce, tamarack) would have been present within the Wolf River floodplain. 
As settlers moved into the area, much of the forests were cleared, initially for timber and then for agricultural crops. The entirety of the original old growth vegetation present at the time of European settlement was clear-cut 
by the late nineteenth century.  
 

                                                           
6 The narrative included in this section results from the Original Vegetation Cover of Wisconsin map developed by Robert W. Finley, UW-Extension, 1976 
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Today, the floodplain areas are dominated by forested and non-forested wetlands, while the existing forested upland areas are characterized by second and/or third growth conifer and mixed deciduous/coniferous forests. Most 
of Winneconne’s remaining forest cover is oriented around the riparian system. Woodlands are important for a variety of reasons. In addition to providing habitat for wildlife, they are an important tool in reducing carbon 
dioxide levels and filtering pollutants from the atmosphere. The Natural Features Map delineates the location of woodland areas, including wooded wetlands.  
 
 
PLANTS  
 
Little of the area’s native plant communities remain in Winneconne. Plant species once common to the region including asters, coneflowers, sunflowers, and a variety of native grasses have been removed from the landscape. 
Winneconne’s park system provides an opportunity for the reestablishment of these important plant species. Within the parks, the Village could reintroduce the small “pocket prairies” that existed in this part of the state, 
These ecosystems provide important wildlife habitat for many animal, bird, and insect species and will offer a visually appealing addition to the Winneconne landscape. 
 
 
WILDLIFE HABITAT  
 
The Wolf and Lakes Buttes Des Morts, Poygan, and Winneconne are major waterfowl, aquatic, reptile and amphibian habitat areas. The waters are highly valued as fish 
spawning habitat. Wooded riparian corridors, particularly in the northwest portion of the Village, provide migratory routes for local wildlife. The remainder of the Village 
(residential areas, road corridors, and other developed areas) is not classified as primary wildlife habitat areas though animals do wander into and through these areas. 
 
The primary threats to wildlife are habitat loss and habitat fragmentation. Habitat loss typically occurs through the destruction of natural and agricultural lands during the 
commercial or residential development process. Fragmentation occurs when large contiguous areas of wildlife habitat are broken apart during commercial and residential 
development and new road construction. When fragmentation occurs, the remaining wildlife areas are known as habitat islands. Reconnecting fragmented habitat islands 
is the most effective way of increasing wildlife diversity. As a near fully developed Village, Winneconne has limited abilities to restore lost habitat within its boundaries. 
However, protecting existing wooded areas and adding riparian buffers along streams and other surface waters would provide additional habitat for important wildlife 
species. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS AND RIPARIAN BUFFERS 
 
Environmental corridors are components of the landscape connecting natural areas, open space, and wildlife habitat. They provide physical linkages between fragmented 
habitat areas and provide animals a means of travel to and from feeding and breeding places. Fish and wildlife populations, native plant distribution, and even clean water 
all depend upon movement through corridors. Most native species decline when habitat areas are fragmented due to agricultural operations or residential and commercial 
development. Wildlife populations isolated in one location like a stand of trees or a secluded wetland can overpopulate or die out without adequate corridors allowing free 
and unimpeded movement. 
 
In suburban environments, corridors often lie along stream and riverbanks. More than seventy-percent of all terrestrial wildlife species use riparian corridors. In farming 
areas, fencerows provide important habitat links for songbirds and other wildlife. The functional effectiveness of a corridor depends on the type of species that use it, its 
size and shape, and its edge effects. Larger corridors offer greater habitat diversity. Linear corridors tend to be less diverse but offer important migration routes. Edge effects include the penetration of wind, light, and sound, 
as well as visibility beyond and into surrounding areas. They are crucial in determining the type of habitat a corridor will provide. 
 
One way to think of environmental corridors is to compare them to hallways. A building contains hallways, places of concentrated movement back and forth; and rooms, destination points where people eat, work, play, and 
sleep. The hallways serve to link places of activity. Just as hallways enhance the operation of a building, environmental corridors increase the value of natural resource areas. Areas of concentrated natural resource activity 
(“rooms”), such as wetlands, woodlands, prairies, lakes, and other features, become more functional when linked by environmental corridors (“hallways”).7 
 
 
 

                                                           
7 Environmental Corridors: “Lifelines for Living”; University of Illinois Extension; Fact Sheet Series, 2001-013. 
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OPEN SPACE 
 
Open spaces in developed areas have two chief functions: environmental protection and community well-being. Well-planned open space areas can serve both of these functions and provide a crucial link between the natural 
and human environments. Open space provides environmental protection through: 
 

·  Natural areas preservation 
·  Wildlife and native plant habitat protection 

·  Surface water quality protection 
·  Nonstructural flood control 

·  Protection of groundwater resources. 

 
Open spaces enhance community well-being through: 
 

·  Community identify and separation 
·  Aesthetic quality preservation 

·  Recreational opportunities 
·  Educational and spiritual enrichment 

·  Property value enhancement

 
Open spaces lend form to communities by surrounding them and defining their exterior boundaries. Streams and greenways can subdivide a community into identifiable neighborhoods. It can also create a unifying focus for 
community activities centered on a community park or playground and can aid in buffering neighborhoods from incompatible uses. 
 
 
THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 
WDNR defines an endangered species as any species whose continued existence as a viable component of this state’s wild animals or wild plants is determined by the Department to be in jeopardy on the basis of scientific 
evidence. Threatened species are defined as any species which appears likely, within the foreseeable future, on the basis of scientific evidence to become endangered. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
maintains a listing of all threatened and endangered species in the nation. WDNR maintains a similar listing of all endangered and threatened species in the state of Wisconsin. It is against the policy of the USFWS to identify 
specific areas where species may exist. However, WDNR does provide a list of rare plant and animal species on a county basis.  
 
For a complete listing of Wisconsin’s Endangered and Threatened animal and plant species and natural communities present within Winnebago County, please refer to the map on the following page or visit the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources Endangered and Threatened Species website at www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land. 
 
 
AIR QUALITY  
 
A few common air pollutants are found throughout the United States. These pollutants can impair human health, harm the environment and cause property damage. The United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) calls these criteria air pollutants because the agency has regulated them by first developing health-based criteria (science-based guidelines) as the basis for setting permissible levels. One set of limits (primary 
standard) protects health; another set of limits (secondary standard) is intended to prevent environmental and property damage. A geographic area that meets or exceeds the primary standard is called an attainment area; 
areas that don't meet the primary standard are called non-attainment areas.�

 �
Winnebago County is an attainment area. Based on available data from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Winneconne appears to have good-moderate air quality. The closest non-attainment areas to 
Winnebago County include Door, Kewaunee, and Manitowoc Counties and are classified as having seasonally unhealthy conditions for sensitive groups of people (i.e. elderly, children, asthmatics). The nearest air quality 
monitoring stations are located in Appleton and Green Bay. More information on air quality is available at www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/air/. 
 
One of the primary contributors to diminished air quality in Winneconne is emissions from automobiles and trucks. Providing access to mass transit, encouraging carpooling, and providing a trail system are some of the 
methods often discussed as means of ameliorating the amount of air pollution caused by motor vehicles. As fuel costs rise, automobile manufacturers continue to expand choices in fuel-efficient, environmentally friendly 
automobiles. 
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METALLIC AND NON-METALLIC MINING RESOURCES 
 
As part of NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, adopted in December 2000, any community in Wisconsin may adopt an ordinance to establish requirements for reclamation of non-metallic mines, such as gravel pits and 
rock quarries. If a community decides not to develop its own ordinance, a county may develop an ordinance for the area in its stead. Likewise, regional planning agencies may develop ordinances for counties within their 
region. The ordinances must establish reclamation requirements to prevent owners and operators of quarries and gravel pits from abandoning their operations without proper reclamation of the mine or quarry.  
 
The process of siting a mine continues to be a local matter governed under existing zoning procedures by local authorities. The new reclamation requirements through NR 135 
add to the status quo, but do not replace or remove any other current means of regulation. The requirements neither regulate active mining processes nor have any effect upon 
local zoning decisions like those related to the approval of new mine sites. The Winnebago County Zoning Ordinance regulates the location and operation of quarry operations 
within the county.  
 
There are no quarries or other non-metallic mining operations currently located within the Village of Winneconne. 
 
 
CONSERVATION–BASED SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT 
 
Conservation subdivisions provide an opportunity for Winneconne to protect important natural resources if (or when) additional lands come under the jurisdiction of the Village. 
Conservation-based subdivision development techniques may involve the establishment of a conservation easement. In a conservation subdivision, homes are clustered together 
so that a greater proportion of the land is protected from development. Components of a conservation 
subdivision may include: 
 

·  A typical conservation subdivision will require that 40% of a site be set aside and preserved as 
undevelopable open space. 

·  Protection and maintenance of the conserved area can be accomplished through a conservation 
easement with an appropriate conservation organization, land trust, homeowners association, 
government body, or through deed covenants.  

·  The areas to be conserved must be protected indefinitely. 
·  The land designated for protection will be preserved as natural habitat, open space, or compatible 

agricultural uses.  
·  In conservation subdivisions, the development of walking and bicycle trails is encouraged, particularly 

to provide limited access to protected natural areas. 
 
 
LAND TRUSTS AND CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 
 
Land trusts provide another option to landowners seeking to protect natural areas. Land trusts provide 
landowners with advice on protection strategies that best meet the landowner’s conservation and financial 
needs. Lands trusts accept lands donated by landowners for conservation purposes. Land trusts can also work with landowners to establish conservation easements (see box above). 
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 Historical and Cultural Resources �
 
Historical and cultural resources, like natural resources, are valuable community assets warranting preservation. 
Village governments, like other governments in Wisconsin, have the authority to preserve their historical heritage 
(Wisconsin Statutes §60.64). One of the most effective ways to do so is through a local historic preservation 
ordinance. The historic preservation ordinance can establish procedures to designate historically and culturally 
sensitive properties and places and to review projects that have the potential to negatively affect these important 
places. 
 
Another way in which local governments can protect historically-significant structures is through the development of 
historic zoning or historic district overlay zoning. An overlay zone is an additional layer of regulations for a particular 
area, which is laid atop the underlying or base zoning regulations. A design review board or historic preservation 
commission administers the regulations in the historic overlay zone. 
 
The Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) has created the Architecture and History Inventory (AHI), an internet-based 
search engine that provides architectural and historical information on approximately 120,000 properties in Wisconsin. 
The AHI contains information on buildings, structures, and objects that illustrate Wisconsin’s unique history. The AHI 
documents a wide range of historic properties such as round barns, log houses, cast iron bridges, small commercial 
buildings, and Queen Anne houses, among others. The Wisconsin Historical Society lists 58 structures within the 
Village of Winneconne on its AHI. To view the complete list, go to http://wisconsinhistory.org/ahi/welcome.asp.
 

In 2001, the WHS reorganized the Archaeological Sites Inventory (ASI), Architectural History Inventory (AHI), and 
the Bibliography of Archaeological Reports (BAR) into the Wisconsin Historical Preservation Database (WHPD), a 
more comprehensive and user-friendly application. WHPD is a Web-based application, which allows users to search 
the most up-to-date versions of these database inventories. With access to WHPD, a user can:  

·  Search all 3 database inventories with one license  

·  Search and display lists of sites according to locational and/or resource characteristics  

·  View complete individual site records  

·  View dynamic maps of site locations thanks to the latest in Internet Map Server (IMS) technology.  

Since April 2003, WHS has provided remote access to WHPD, so that for a reasonable annual online subscription fee, 
you can research historic properties and archaeological sites or complete a literature search without making the trip to 
downtown Madison.8  

 
In addition to the WHPD, the Village of Winneconne Historical Society keeps track of historic structures in the community. Some of these appear on the Winneconne Historical Society web page at 
http://www.winneconnewi.gov/historical/gallery.htm. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
8 Excerpted from Discover Wisconsin’s Historical Sites web page, http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/whpd/, 2006. 
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CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM9 
 
Local units of government that enact historic preservation ordinance and other requirements may consider being certified to participate in the state and federal 
Certified Local Government (CLG) program. The CLG program provides special grants to fund planning and educational activities. The Division of Historic 
Preservation at the Wisconsin Historical Society administers the CLG program. Wisconsin has 40 Certified Local Governments. 
 
Local governments strengthen their local historic preservation efforts by achieving Certified Local Government (CLG) status from the National Park Service 
(NPS). NPS and State governments, through their State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs), provide valuable technical assistance and small matching grants 
to hundreds of diverse communities whose local governments are striving to keep for future generations what is significant from their community's past. In 
turn, NPS and States gain the benefit of local government partnership in the national historic preservation program. Another incentive for participating in the 
CLG program is the pool of matching grant funds SHPOs set aside to fund CLG historic preservation subgrant projects--at least 10% of the State's annual 
Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) grant allocation. Grant funds are distributed through the HPF grant program, administered by NPS and SHPOs. 
 
Jointly administered by NPS in partnership with SHPOs, the CLG Program is a model and cost-effective local, State, and federal partnership that promotes 
historic preservation at the grassroots level across the nation. Working closely with such national organizations as the National Association of Preservation 
Commissions, the CLG program seeks: 1) to develop and maintain local historic preservation programs that will influence the zoning and permitting decisions 
critical to preserving historic properties, and 2) to ensure the broadest possible participation of local governments in the national historic preservation program 
while maintaining preservation standards established by the Secretary of the Interior. 
 
Since 1985, more than $40 million in HPF grants has been allocated to the Certified Local Government program; and 1,228 local governments currently 
participate in the program nationwide. 
 
 
Agricultural, Natural & Cultural Resources Issues a nd Concerns  
 
This section describes the major concerns expressed during the planning process. Strategies to address these concerns are included in the Goals, Objectives, 
and Policies section at the end of this chapter. 
 
 
PRESERVATION OF SURFACE WATER QUALITY  
 
In many ways, the Wolf River serves as the backbone of Winneconne. It was the river that drew the original settlers and entrepreneurs to the community and 
continues to attract visitors and new residents to this day. However, with each new home and business, additional strains are placed upon the aquatic ecosystem. Development in a watershed has direct and predictable effects 
on the lakes, streams, and wetlands within the watershed. Historically, water quality was degraded by point sources, or direct discharges to lakes and rivers from industry, municipal sewerage districts, and the like. Since the 
passage of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972 (the Clean Water Act), the United States had taken dramatic steps to improve the quality of our water resources. No longer are industries allowed to discharge 
untreated waste directly to surface waters. 
 
Today, the greatest threat to our streams and lakes comes through nonpoint source water pollution. Nonpoint source water pollution, or runoff, cannot easily be traced to a single point of origin. It occurs when rainwater or 
snowmelt flows across the land and picks up soil particles, organic wastes, fertilizers, and other contaminants that become pollution when carried to surface and/or groundwater. Nonpoint pollution, in the form of nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and total suspended solids (soil particles), contaminates streams and lakes, increases the growth of algae and harmful aquatic weeds, covers spawning beds and feeding areas, and turns rivers into conveyances for 
stormwater. The sources of nonpoint pollution include: 

                                                           
9 Text excerpted from Village of Winneconne Police Department website, June 206. 

SOURCE: A Guide to Smart Growth and Cultural Resource Planning, 
Wisconsin Historical Society, 2004. 
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SOURCE: Tom Schueler, Center for Watershed Protection, 1995. 

 
·  Impervious Surface 

 
A positive correlation exists between the percentage of impervious surface in a watershed and surface water quality (see graph at right). Stormwater 
runoff from impervious surfaces such as roads and roofs has an adverse effect on surface waters. As the percentage of impervious surfaces 
increases in a watershed, lakes and streams experience greater degradation from stormwater runoff. According to the Center for Watershed 
Protection (CWP) in Ellicott City, Maryland, “More than 30 different scientific studies have documented that stream, lake, and wetland quality 
declines sharply when impervious cover in upstream watersheds exceeds 10%.” In 1999, CWP developed criteria that allowed local governments 
and watershed organizations to predict the effects upon surface water quality resulting from increases in impervious surfaces within a watershed. 
CWP classified watersheds into three groups, each defined by the percentage of impervious surface within the watershed. 

 
·  Fertilizers, Herbicides, and Pesticides 
 

Wisconsin and Minnesota residents use more fertilizers and pesticides on their lawns per capita than 
those of any other state. Upwards of 95% of the chemicals applied to residential lawns are washed into 
storm drains and then into nearby creeks and streams before the grass can benefit from their 
application. In northern climates, turf grass is only capable of ingesting fertilizer during the fall. 
Fertilizers applied during spring and summer months contribute to algae blooms and eutrophication of 
lakes and streams. The annual “greening” of Lake Winnebago is most likely a result of the over use of 
residential and agricultural fertilizers (see aerial photo at upper right). Most herbicides, even those that 
claim to be focused on specific “weeds” or “pests”, kill healthy aquatic and terrestrial organisms and 
are suspected causal factors in many autoimmune and endocrine illnesses in humans and pets. By 
reducing or eliminating the amount of pesticides and herbicides applied to lawns, and fertilizing once 
per year during the month of September, Winneconne residents can greatly improve water quality and 
aquatic habitat in local lakes and streams. 

 
·  Exposed Topsoil 

 
Runoff resulting from the erosion of exposed topsoil is a 
significant contributor of nonpoint source pollution. Once 
in our water, soil covers aquatic plants and stream and 
lake beds reducing opportunities for fish to feed and 
breed. Effective stormwater management plans and 
construction-site erosion control ordinances reduce the 
amount of soil runoff into surface waters. In addition, 
establishing riparian buffers within the Village provides an 
additional opportunity to strain-out suspended solids (soil, 
oils, litter, and other pollutants) before they enter the lakes 
and the river. 

 
The Implementation chapter will discuss a variety of tools, best 
management practices, and funding courses to aid in the reduction 
of nonpoint source water pollution in the Village of Winneconne. 
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PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES 
 
The desire to protect the unique character of the community has been expressed throughout the Plan process. That character is reflected in the historic structures located around the Village. The Federal government encourages 
the preservation of historic buildings through various means. One of these is the program of Federal tax incentives to suport the rehabilitation of historic and older buildings. The Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives 
program is one of the Federal government’s most successful and cost-effective community revitalization programs. The Preservation Tax Incentives reward private investment in rehabilitating historic properties such as 
offices, rental housing, and retail stores. Current tax incentives for preservation, established by the Tax Reform Act of 1986 (PL 99-514: Internal Revenue Code section 47 [formerly Section 48(g)]) include: 
 

·  A 20% tax credit for the certified rehabilitation of certified historic structures; and, 
·  A 10% tax credit for the rehabilitation of non-historic, non-residential buildings constructed before 1936. 

 
For more information on this and other programs to protect and restore historic structures, contact the Wisconsin State Historical Preservation Officer. 
 
 
Coordination with Other Comprehensive Plan Elements  
 
The development of the Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources Element required coordination with all of the required plan elements. For example, when considering economic development strategies, the limitations 
presented by natural resources (e.g. wetlands, floodplains) was important to consider as were the benefits natural areas provide to the local quality of living. Below is a description of the critical issues addressed with respect 
to the Land Use and Housing Elements. These elements are profiled because their coordination with the Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources Element is critical to the success of the Plan. 
 
 
LAND USE 
 
Residents of the Village have clearly indicated that the preservation of natural resources is a priority. Nearly 90% of the people who responded to the Community Survey indicated that they would support or strongly support 
the development of ordinances to protect wetlands, woodlands, and lands adjacent to lakes and streams in Winneconne. As a result, when the Future Land Use Maps were developed, special consideration was given to this 
desire. Environmental corridors are identified and protected. Riparian buffers have been identified adjacent to the streams, river and lakes. In addition, the Plan calls for the strengthening of local stormwater management and 
erosion control ordinances to further protect surface waters. 
 
 
HOUSING 
 
Housing if not carefully located and planned for, can result in negative effects upon farming and the natural environment. The additional traffic, people, and services associated with residential development can quickly affect 
the small-town charm of the community. Winneconne will develop new ordinances, and expand existing land use controls, to ensure that new residential development, when it occurs, is consistent with the current character of 
the community. 
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Agricultrual, Natural and Cultral Resources Goals a nd Objectives 
 
The residents of Winneconne value the community’s small-town charm, historic character, and natural environment. It is important that the community protect its woodlands, wetlands, lakes, and streams so that they may 
continue to provide a high quality of life for residents and viable habitat for flora and fauna. Residential and commercial development will occur in harmony with the Village’s natural and cultural environment. The Village 
will also work with neighboring communities, the school districts, Winnebago County, and the State of Wisconsin to ensure that natural and cultural resources are adequately protected for future generations. 
 
 
GOALS & OBJECTIVES  
 
GOAL 1:  Protect wetlands, streams, and lakes in the Village of Winneconne. 
SUPPORTING OBJECTIVES: 

1. Protect wetland areas adjacent to the Wolf River, Lakes Buttes Des Morts, Poygan, and Winneconne, and local streams through the development of a Village wetlands preservation ordinance. 
2. Protect areas immediately adjacent to and surrounding wetlands by using techniques to minimize effects on wetlands (e.g. buffers, setbacks, etc.). 
3. Develop a riparian buffer ordinance to establish permanent set backs from the high water marks of lakes and streams when new development occurs. 

a. Create, maintain, and enhance natural buffers along stream banks and lake shores. 
b. Support the efforts of Winnebago County to enforce stream and lake setback requirements by enforcing local zoning requirements and policies established by the Winnebago County Land and Water 

Conservation Board (WCLWCB). 
c. Work with WCLWCB, Winnebago County, WDNR and the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection to promote and help fund riparian buffers along streams and lakeshores. 
d. Educate residents about the importance of environmental corridors. 

4. Develop a local stormwater management ordinance to ensure that new development does not negatively affect water quality. 
a. Encourage residents to convert portions of their lawns to native species and establish rain gardens to improve surface water quality. 

5. Develop a construction site erosion control ordinance to minimize soil erosion during the construction process. 
6. Educate residents about the harmful affects that fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides can have on surface waters and aquatic life. 
7. Develop ordinances to minimize the amount of impervious surfaces resulting from new development. 

 
 
GOAL 2:  Preserve and enhance wildlife habitat. 
SUPPORTING OBJECTIVES: 

1. Partner with local land trusts to protect wildlife habitat areas. Encourage local landowners to pursue opportunities to protect their land by working with land trusts. 
2. Coordinate with WDNR to better identify and protect wildlife habitats, particularly those unique to the community. 
3. Establish a network of green corridors thorough the community to act as wildlife corridors. This effort should begin with areas protected through shoreland wetland zoning, open areas preserved in conservation 

subdivisions and with the establishment of additional trails and greenways in accordance with the Future Land Use Maps. 
 
 
GOAL 3:  Preserve the historic and cultural character of the community. 
SUPPORTING OBJECTIVES: 

1. Work with residents, the Winneconne Historical Society, and other community groups to inventory historical cultural resources. 
2. Create a Historic Preservation Plan to identify significant structures within the community. 
3. Update the Historic Preservation Ordinance to set standards and rules for the protection and preservation of important community resources. 
4. Promote the historic resources of the community by supporting local preservation groups. 
5. Develop overlay zoning to protect historic districts. 
6. Once the previous five activities are approved, apply for Certified Local Government status through the State Historical Society and National Park Service to achieve eligibility for state and federal grants. 
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POLICIES ��
 
Maintain the Village’s local character by preserving important buildings, structures, and places within Winneconne.
 
Preserve the natural resource base, water quality, and primary environmental corridors, which contribute to the maintenance of the ecological balance, natural beauty, and economic well-being of the Village. 
 
Encourage the proper handling of wastes and chemicals so that they produce a minimum effect upon ground and surface water. 
 
Regulate the type of commercial and industrial development in the Village to minimize the chances of groundwater contamination. 
 
Discourage development that will interfere with important natural resources, including area lakes and rivers. 
 


