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stormwater ponds was limited. It was
undesirable to build the ponds near
the airport, and locating them far
off-site would involve prohibitively
expensive piping. To meet this chal-
lenge, OMNNI turned to an asphalt
technology that has been growing in
popularity in recent years: porous
pavement.

The roads that OMNNI de-
signed and WAPA member Northeast
Asphalt of Appleton later built are
mostly traditional asphalt pavement,
except for the final strip running
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criteria for managing stormwater on
the busy AirVenture show grounds,
but using porous pavement presented
another challenge, one related to

how the pavement is constructed.
“The very same air voids designed to
allow water to drain through porous
asphalt can also allow the hot liquid
asphalt binder to run through during
mix production,” explains Paul Eggen,
OMNNI Program Manager for Mate-
rials Testing. “This process is called
‘draindown. We can avoid draindown
by limiting asphalt content, which

Workers lay a strip of -enlumoed

porous asphait. (Image courtesy of OMNNI
Associates)

that aren’t properly protected.



